
Reading Challenge
Spanish Team

Members of your team : ……………………………….. ……………………………………..
……………………………….. ……………………………………..
………………………………..

1 – How much do you have to pay so that the Crier reads your message ? Why are there two 
prices ? /2

2 - Join the parts of the compound nouns and translate them into your native language.

compound word translation
1. night A. time
2. pale B. life
3. war C. day
4. fore D. mare
5. after E. tale
6. fairy F. fathers
7. judgement G. faced

/3,5

3 –  I am one of the characters of the book Have Mercy on us all. Who am I ?
CQHYU RUBBU
(indice (en français) : avocat) clue : avocat

/1

4 - Answer the question in English and justify your answer.

What did “Yellow Star” mean to the person form the Jewish community?
/1

5 – I am a French philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. One of the streets in Paris has my 
name. Who am I ? 

/1
6 - Match the words to English definitions or explanations and translate them into your native 
language.

answer translation
1. oppressive A. troubled feeling in the mind caused 

by fear and uncertainty about the 
future

2. immerse B. great wickedness or cruelty, very 
wicked or cruel act

3. furnace C. return repeatedly to mind of 
somebody

4. anxiety D. unjust, cruel, hard to bear
5. faith E. fierce, violent or savage
6. atrocity F. enclosed fireplace for heating the 

water used to warm a building by 
means of pipes

7. torment G. involve oneself deeply, absorb 
oneself

8. haunt H.  feeling of expecting something to 
happen

9. ferocious I. trust, strong belief, unquestioning 
confidence

10.anticipation J. severe physical or mental suffering
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/5
7 – Lisbon, Oporto, Hamburg, Barcelona. Why do these names appear in Have Mercy on Us All? 
What do they have in common ? 

/1
8 - Answer the question in English and give some examples basing on the text.

How does it make Rutka feel to leave Będzin – her hometown?
/1

9 – How does Joss describe the rhythm of life in Paris ? What does he compare its inhabitants to ?
Why ? /1

10 - Give examples of the atrocities in the streets of Będzin during the WWII?

/1
11 – I am a sacred mountain in Greece.
I am a district in Paris. 
I am visited by more than 53 million of tourists each year.
I am in Have mercy on  us all. Who am I ? 

/1

12 - Read the sentences and decide if they are true or false basing on the original text of Rutka’s 
diary.

1. Rutka’s family had a decent meal before leaving their house on the day of deportation.
2. They had to stand all the time waiting for the deportation.
3. The weather was sunny all the time on the deportation day.
4. The Jewish people were divided into 3 groups according to the districts they used to live by 

the Nazi Germans.
5. Rutka’s friends didn’t show sadness.

/5

13 -  Characters :
I am one of the main characters, I have a hyphenated first name, I am in charge of the 
investigation. Who am I ? 

I am one of the female characters. I seem docile and innocent. However, I managed to kill several 
poeple without being caught. Who am I ?

I am the main female character's brother. I would do anything for her. I don't think for myself, I just 
follow her orders. Who am I ?

I am a stranger in Paris. Everything started with me. I found a strange announcement and, since I 
am paid for that, I read it. I didn't know what was going to happen next … Who am I ? 

I am one of the victims in the book even if I don't get killed. I have one half-brother and one half-
sister. I am rich thanks to the fortune inherited from my father. Who am I ? 

/5

14 - Number the events (1-9) in the order they happened in the Rutka’s diary.

□ They saw armed soldiers beyond the fence.

□Rutka manages to escape.

□ The thunderstorm starts; there are lightnings in the sky.

□The family had breakfast.
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□ Rutka runs into a Gestapo ununiformed man in the street.

□Rutka returns home and finds her family there.

□ Rutka and her family found good seats on a bench.

□The selection of the Jews started.

□ The Nazi policemen killed children.
/2

15 -  The plague in Paris.
Complete the text below. 

The last plague cases were diagnosed in Paris in …..........  (year). The plague began in …............. 
(country) in …..............  (year) and arrived in France from …................... (city), one of the French 
ports.
The epidemic didn't cause many victims and the majority of those who died were ….............. 
(adjective) living in …................ (adjective) conditions. The French authorities tried to keep this 
outbreak ….............. and not to provoke panic among Parisiens. 

/3,5

16 -  Find the encrypted word. Why does it appear in Have mercy on us all ? 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W Y Y Z

D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z A B C

OH JXLOYHQHF
/1
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